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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Secretary, National Security Council 
SUBJECT: Atomic Energy Intelligence 

REFERENCE: (a) Memorandum from Executive Secretary, NSC, to 

DC I dated 8 February 1950 
(To) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Atomic 
Energy Intelligence dated 9 June 1950, 
transmitted to Executive Secretary, NSC, 

13 June 1950 



1. The Intelligence Advisory Committee has considered the Report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Atomic Energy Intelligence (Reference (b)). 
It concurs in general with the comments, conclusions, and recommenda- 
tions* 


2. Specific comments of the Intelligence Advisory Committee on 
the recommendations in the Report, together with an indication of action 
which can be taken immediately or in the near future, are set forth 
below. This matter will be kept trader continuous study and will be 
carried on the agenda of the Intelligence Agencies. 

RECOMMENDATION 1 : 

"That an overriding priority be assigned to the collection of 
atomic energy information." 

Intelligence Advisory Committee Comment : 

An "overriding" priority is not considered justified or 
practicable. It is agreed, however, that collection of atomic 
energy information should have as high a general priority in all 
collection agencies as any other targets. 

Immediate Action : 

Each collection agency will determine where extraneous 
duties are assigned high priority and interfere with the col- 
lection of atomic energy information. Such duties will then 
be eliminated or assigned a lower priority, as appropriate. 
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Further Action; 


Central Intelligence Agency will develop an effective 
mechanism for the establishment of priorities within the 
Office of Special Operations and for the subsequent control 
and guidance of Central Intelligence Agency* s field operations 
25X1B6ain the scientific and technical fields. 


RECOMMENDATION 4: 


"That overt collection activities abroad be reorganized in order 
to assure effective exploitation of this source of information and 
that technical personnel from atomic energy intelligence producing 
agencies be assigned on a rotating basis to such collection activities." 


25X1A6a 


Intelligence Advisory Committee Comment : 


to 


It is understo od that this recommendation applies primarily 

and, to a lesser extent, other peripheral areas. 


- 2 - 
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Immediate Action: 


25X1 A6a 


25X1A6a 

25X1A6a 

25X1A6a 


Arrangements will be made by Central Intelligence Agency to 
assign additional technical ly qualified personnel from the intelli- 
gence producing agencies to I I and such other places as 

appear to be indicated. 


Steps will be taken by the appropriate agencies to minimize 
the delay in transmission of raw intelligence information from 
the field to the users in Washington* 

25X1A6a 

Further Action: 


[ 


It is recognized that coordination of intelligence activities 
] is still inadequate* Steps will be taken in Washington, 


under the leadership of Central Intelligence Age ncy, to clarify the 
responsibilities of the Director of Intelligence, ! I and other 
intelligence authorities | 3 agencies 


will 


be directed to support the Director fully in his coordinating activi- 
ties* 


It is expected that the forthcoming assignment of scientific 
attaches to various posts by the Department of State and additional 
Air Technical Liaison Officers to certain appropriate collection 
activities will result in improved overt collection of scientific 
information. 


RECOMMENDATION g : 

'•That AFSA activities be augmented immediately as has been repeat- 
edly recommended including emphasis on obtaining all possible scientific 
and technical assistance in a high priority attempt to solve current and 
pressing problems." 

Immediate Action : 

25X1 C4a 


Further Action: 


It is understood that certain proposals to increase substan- 
tially AFSA appropriations and personnel ceilings are under current 
consideration in the JCS* Further proposals will be made in USCIB. 

RECOMMENDATION 6: 


"That the control and administration of covert and overt operations 
abroad be clearly defined." 
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Immediate Action: 


Further Action : 

Similar clarification is needed in occupied areas. 

TOMjm 7t 

di ? Q ct and continuous consultation be directed between 
tioSt" 1 £malyStS er ° UpS d±vect2 V concerned with collection opera- 

immediate Action : 

. Steps are being taken in Central Intelligence Agency to effect 
sucn direct and continuous consultation* 

ICggmM 8 ; 

tive S T^Ln£ollri e r+^ ent 1 Wati0 ?S ? 6Clirity Couac il Intelligence Direc- 
■oives_De consolidated and amended to effect active coordination nr 

intelligence activities concerned with the naSonll °ecuS?y" ?o f impliiV 

necefsitWorthe^aT Committee suture, and to eliminate the 
necessity for the unanimous consent procedure as currently practiced." 

Intelligence Advisory Committee Comment. , 

rt 4 r . p>I> S, r g ® nera ^J it x is believed that the amendment of existing 

raSbleM raisS f teria1 ^ t0 *9 solution of the 

S?, 1 ™ “ thls E»P er * lh certain cases and areas, steps 

Will have to be taken, under the leadership of Central Intelligence 
Agency, to insure compliance with existing directives. 

+ , r , Whers Intelligence responsibilities are widely spread within 
Wv?tI-^T men V a ra J her elaborat e committee structure is considered 
dtTnS^ee SS i'ff* 16 : The “^ence Advisory SSSiEf 

practiced" Should consent procedure as currently 

practiced should be eliminated, because provision lias been made 

in every case for resolution of disagreements by higher authoritv 

aitiL-f T f* hOTeTer - ttat a Stance to rS^fto SS?* 

PC=od tote^ed agaS.^ ^ear-out action and has 
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